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Wm oar lose
UCF Rowing's lightweight team preps
for season-ending meet-sEESPORTS,A6
,
•
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ELDERLY

Grads
to get
tuition

DON'T MESS
WITH GRUMPY

OLD ME .

A -year-old woman in Pennsylvania
hM an idea to rob a pair of senior
citizel\5. She picked the wrong seniors,
though. After robbing a 71-year old
veteran and his mend - who was in a
wheelchair - she was chased down by
the two and pinned to the ground until
police arrived. No one involved was hurt.
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Waivers, health
insurance offered

·

PHOTOS COURTESY DANIELLE BRIGGS

Danielle Briggs and Melanie Voss pull water bottles from their packed car (above left) to
donate to the Sharing Center to help the victims of the recent east coast brush fires. As of
~ay 13, Palm Bay officials reported 75-100 destroyed homes and buildings, 115 people
displaced and 8,000 people lost power. The fires burned 17,000 acres across 14 counties.

ALBA GONZALEZ
Contributing Writer

Toe UCF Board ofTrustees
approved a measure on May
22 granting full tuition waivers
and health insurance for many
graduate assistants who work
20 hours or more each week
Toe measure adopted by
UCF is similar to those offered
at other state universities, such
as Florida International University1 University of South
Florida, University of Florida
and Florida State University.
Toe change in graduate
assistants' benefits comes as a
response to the needs of graduate students, said Grant Heston, assistant vice president of
UCF News and Information.
"It's something that graduate students have discussed in
the past, and we want to try to
accommodate them," Heston
said
Toe goal of the change is to
attract more talented students
to UCF's graduate programs.
UCF currently ranks fourth
among Florida's state universities in graduate enrollment.
Previous policies included
a partial tuition waiver but no
provision for health insurance.
Toe financial package will
allow the university to make
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Students volunteer
to help victims of ·
east coast wildfires
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A corrections officer in Texarkana, Ark.
was caught smuggling drugs into the
county jail. His method of transport was
his dinner. At 3 a.m.,Jordan Waller tried
to enter the jail with a bag of chili and
tacos.The chili contained three round
patties of marijuana, and the tacos
contained syringes of heroin. He has
been arrested on drug possession.

JILLIAN KROTKI
Staff Writer

Toe UCF Student Nurses
Association held a donation
Friday to aid those affected
by the East Coast wildfires.
All of the donations went
to the Central Brevard Sharing Center in Cocoa. This
was the very first time this
event has taken place at UCF,
and two of the UCFSNA officers are to thank.
Jenna Benyounes, the
UCFSNA president, came up
with the initial idea, and
Danielle
Briggs,
the
UCFSNA community health
COURTESY DANIELLEBRIGGS
chairwoman, put it into Officers of the UCF Student Nurses Association pose outside the Sharing Center, a church-based organization that provides
support to
action.
the needy. College of Nursing students and staff donated 159 water bottles, 298 articles of clothing and 26 household items.
"Jenna and I began sending e-mails to our class to ask household items," Briggs
them to donate any items said.
possible, particularly water
When organizing this
In 1985 a group of church leaders and social workers met to discuss how they could best
bottles, clothes and nonper- event, the rewards came in
help the community. With 16 churches pledging to provide food,financial assistance and
ishable food," Briggs said. abundance. The UCFSNA
"This is the first time this saw this not as just an volunteers, South Seminole Christian Sharing Center opened in May 1986. Today,about 60
donation has taken place, and improvement in the health of congregations participate. In 1997, the name was changed to The Christian Sharing
we always work to benefit the individuals affected, but Center, Inc. The facility has been around for over 20 years now. Financial backing comes
from churches, businesses, civic groups, individuals and grants.
the Central Florida commu- also a boost in their morale.
nity as best we can."
"The best thing I believe
At the start of the we can do as nurses is reach
donation drive, the officers out to those patients who
The Sharing Center relies upon your help to provide basic needs. The center is located at:
arrived with three cars full of really need our help," said
600 N. Hwy.17-92, Ste.158, Longwood, Fla., 32750 (approx.1/2 mile north of Hwy.434).
donated goods. Students, Allison
Hocking,
the
staff and officers all con- fund.raising chairwoman for
tributed time and effort into the UCFSNA "These people
this project. Toe volunteers were so grateful that one
at the Sharing Center even approached us to bless
showed their appreciation us and our organization."
when they assisted the offiBeing able to make a difcers in unloading the cars.
ference in the local commu"The staff and students of nity in multiple ways the
the College of Nursing most rewarding part, Benydonated 159 water bottles, ounes said
298 articles of clothing, 96
"I'm glad all of those items
items of nonperishable food, were able to help so many
20 bags [tote bags, purses,
etc.] 13 pairs of shoes and 26
PLEASESEE DONATIONS ON AS
- WWW.THESHARINGCENTER.ORG

The Sharing Center
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. LEARN ABOUT HOW

NOT ALL RESUMES ARE
CREATED EQUAL

Most students don't know the
differences between a curriculum vitae
and a resume. You can learn how to not
be one of those students at the Career
Services office today at 3 p,m. For more
information, call 407-823-2361.
I

LOCAL & STATE, A2

COLOMBIAN WARLORDS
PLEAD NOT GUILTY TO
FEDERAL CHARGES
Two Colombian warlords are pleading
not guilty in Miami to fede@I drug
trafficking charges.They are charged
in a 1999 indictment for their alleged
roles in a huge cocaine smuggling
operation. The pair and a dozen others
were ext@dited last month.

Needed items

UCF to add $5.2M reading center
SARAH ROGERS
Staff Writer

NATION & WORLD, A4

INTERNATIONAL SPACE
STATION GETS
WORKING TOILET PUMP
Residents aboard the International
Space Station were getting ready to
take on a new task Wednesday:
plumbing.The stations toilet broke
two weeks ago. The problem only
deals with the urine pump system.
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UCF's newest addition
will be the Morgridge International Reading Center, a
$5.2 million project that will
be an "iconic gateway to campus," located at the main
entrance from University
Boulevard.
"The mission statement is
advancing literacy through
communication, collaboration, learning and research,"
said
Susan
Wegmann,
director of programs for the
reading center. "Every idea
we've brought to the project
we try to fit into one of those
four categories. We've done
pretty well so far."
Toe Morgridge International Reading Center will
not be a clinic where illiterate
children and adults come to
seek help, but it will rather act

COURTESYUCFCAMPUSMAPS

The new Morgridge International Reading Center is planned to be built somewhere at
the entrance of the university. The $5.2 million project is set to break ground in the fall.
as a tool to help teachers and
researchers learn effective
ways to teach literacy. In
addition, the nonprofit reading center willbe_a sJ10wcase
for authors, scholars and
workshops. It is a branch
from the College of Educa-

tion.
"The genesis of the reading center is that a concerned
mother called the dean of
education when her fourth
grade child was having trouble reading,'' Wegmann said.
"The dean got her in touch

with a graduate student that
helped improve the child's literacy."
That mother was Carrie
Morgridge, an advocate for
literacy who had previously
donated money to the Teaching Academy. One of the
ideas that helped launch the
reading center was that the
Morgridges have the ability
to call the dean and ask for
help, but not everyone has
that luxury, Wegmann said
The Morgridge International Reading Center has
been in the planning and
designing phase for several
years, since John and Carrie
Morgridge donate d $2 million to the project in April
2005.

Toe building will be three
stories tall and 45,000 square
feet, 30,000 of which will be
PLEASE SEE

CENTER ON AS
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Obama
clinches
enough
delegates
TOM RAUM & NEDRA PICKLER
Associated Press

ST. PAUL, Minn.
Cheered by a roaring crowd,
Sen. Barack Obama of Illinois
laid
claim to the
Democratic
presidential
nomination
over Hillary
Clinton Tuesday
night,
taking a his- Obama
toric
st ep
toward his
once-improbable goal of
becoming the nation's first
black president.
"Americ a, this is our
moment," the 46-ye ar-old
senator and one-time community organizer said in his
first appe arance as the
Democratic
n ominee-inwaiting. "This is our time .
Our time to turn the page on
the policies of the past."
Obama's victory set up a
five-month campaign with
Republican
Se n.
John
McCain of Arizona , a r ace
b etween a first-term Senate
oppone nt o f th e Iraq War
and a 71-year-old former
PLEASE SEE

OBAMA ON AS
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News and notices for
the UCF community

Not all resumes are created equal

•

Most students don't know
the difference between a curriculum vitae and a resume,
but now they can learn at the
Career Services office.
The session will discuss
how to properly make both
documents, as well as how to
, properly describe your past
: work experience in order to
get the job of your dreams.
• The session starts at 3 p.m.
today.
Call 407-823-2361 for more
information.

Get help with finding a career
The UCF Alumni Association is hosting a slew of workshops throughout the summe~
Each workshop will cover
multiple topics about how to
get a job, including writing
resumes, interviewing and
using the KnightLink Web site.
The first meeting is today at 6
p.m. in the Fairwinds Alumni
Center.
Call 407-823-1977 for more
information, including a listing of all of the workshops.

Cap and gown sizing begins soon
It's that time of year again
- time for students to get
measured for graduation.
Students can get their caps
and gowns sized and fitted in
the Barnes & Noble near the
UCF Arena, Monday through
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 7
p.m.
Students can also order
custom regalia, class rings and
announcements.
Call 407-823-0364 for more
information.

LOCAL
&STATE
Keep local with headlines
you may have missed

Colombian warlords plead not
guilty to drug trafficking charges
MIAMI - Two Colombian
warlords are pleading not guilty
in Miami to federal drug trafficking charges.
Sixty-year-old Ramiro Vanoy
Murillo and 38-year-old Francisco Zuluaga Lindo entered their
pleas at a brief hearing Wednesday.
They are charged in a 1999
indictment for their alleged roles
in a huge cocaine smuggling
operatioIL The pair and a dozen
other paramilitary warlords
were extradited last month from
the South American natioIL
The 14 Colombians could
face U.S. prison sentences of 30
years. The Bush administration
agreed it would not seek life sentences as a precondition of their
extraditioIL
U.S. District Judge K Michael
Moore will next set a trial date
for the two charged in Miami

Major Floridian power company
requests higher prices for services
TALLAHASSEE - Florida
Power & Light is asking to be
allowed to charge more for electricity because of skyrocketing
fuel costs.
The state's largest electric
company filed a request Tuesday with the Public Service
Commission
seeking
an
increase. It would be about 16
percent for the average customer.
The increase for the company's 4.5 million Florida customers would go into effect later
this summer.
If approved, FPL would
charge $16.28 per month more
for 1,000 kilowatt hours of electricity for the last five months of
the year. A hearing on the
request could come next month.

Rising fuel costs cause taxicab drivers to charge extra fees

•
•
•

MIAMI - South Florida taxicab drivers have the green light
to add a surcharge to make up
for rising fuel prices.
Miami-Dade County commissioners
unanimously
approved Tuesday to allow cab
drivers to begin assessing the
surcharges as a way to offset the
rising price of fuel
If the price of gas averages
$3.50 per gallon, riders will pay
an additional $1 on top of the
meter fee. If gas prices are at $4,
the surcharge will add $1.50 to
the cab fare. An extra $3 will be
PLEASE SEE LOCAL ON A4
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The University of Doglando
·paws its way on the scene

edilor@(entra!RoridaFuture.com

Contributing Writer

News.CFF@gmailcom

It is late afternoon on a Monday, and Teena
Patel is busy rounding up her day care clients to
drop off at their homes. They give her slobbery
kisses and sad eyes because
many of them don't want to go
home. With their three acres to
run, swim, dig and play, and a
whole house full of beds and
toys, why would the dogs at the
REEMA DESAI/ CENTRAL FLORIDA FUTURE
University of Doglando want to
Dogs crowd anxiously around the University of
go home?
Doglando owner, Teena Patel,as she hands out treats.
Patel is the founder and CEO
Hadley (side) attends Doglando with his sister, Xela.
of the University of Doglando,
Orlando's first kennel-free dog
boarding and day care facility,
which is a house rather than the
"People can make their way out of an
standard office building.
emergency, but the animals can't," Patel said
One might expect a house
Patel is also committed to saving the
full of dogs to be full of barking
environment. All of the facility's poop bags
and chaos, but that is not the
_ _""' and trash liners are biodegradable, made
case here.
from com starch. Environmentalists say this
"No dog will bark here
is an important step because taking somebecause they have what they need," Patel said "They get thing that would naturally biodegrade in a landfill, like dog
attentioIL They get exercise all day. They have no energy to waste, and wrapping it in a plastic bag will cause it to take
bark"
much longer to break down into the soil
Doggy day care, cage-free boarding and doggy yoga,
The only cleanii;ig materials used at the University of
called doga, are just the beginning of the services Patel pro- Doglando are eco-friendly, made from vinegar, baking soda,
vides. However, as one customer put it, this is not a luxury lemon and soy. This is for the health of the dogs and the
facility reserved only for the frivolously wealthy.
planet.
Sandra McCall, owner of Pippy, a 4-year-old greyhound,
The facility also has a very extensive Web site, www.unifinds the center down-to-earth.
versityofdoglando.com, partly to eliminate the need for
"It is not [snobby]," McCall said "Pippy needs to play and pamphlets or brochures, which necessitate cutting down
be in an open environment."
trees.
The dogs only eat all-natural, non-commercial humanPatel explained that dogs need mental and physical stimulation, and many owners can't do that because they don't grade food. Human-grade means that the food is only made
have time. That is why Patel relies on doggy day care to pro- from natural ''human food"
vide a safe environment for dogs to be dogs.
''You can eat it, too, if you want," Patel said.
"Lexie does stuff here that she can't do at home," Janie
Patel said these measures increase her production cost,
Nelson said, a customer and owner of Lexie, an Australian out it is worth it because her customers care about what is
Shepherd mix. ''Here, she can dig in the sand, run all she best for the dogs.
"It's very hard to run a business like this," Patel said ''We
wants, and swim in the pool all day long. And, believe it or
not, she has friends here. She gets very excited when I say are as much social as we are entrepreneurs. We have cut
'Let's go play with Ms. Teena."'
prices for some."
When one hears about the doggy yoga, it's hard to underIn additon, Patel refused to turn away needy dogs in the
stand Patel's mission to let "dogs be dogs," but Patel explains past due to their owner's inability to pay. A woman came to
that the yoga is "not what you think" Though the dogs are her in tears because she was forced to keep her dog in a cage
not taught to go into any strange positions, Patel said that all day, while she was living with a relative who is allergic to
some dogs mirror their owners yoga poses during the class. dogs. She was going to give the dog away because she did
"Doggy yoga is a way to learn to communicate with your not think it was fair to keep her pet in a cage all day, and she
dog through mutual understanding and trust," Patel said was not able to pay for day care. Patel decided to take a loss,
"It's relationship building. It's learning to use your sixth accepting what the customer was able to pay and extending
sense and learn to connect and communicate with the dog. full benefits to the dog.
The key is relaxatioIL"
This is not the only time Patel filled the role as dog resThe sprawling property where these dogs roam free is cuer. She ran to the aid of a young Shiba Inu, Max, who was
equipped with a pool, large sand lot for digging and an open going to be put to sleep by a local pet shop after they disdoor into an.air-conditioned house where they can snuggle covered she had hip dysplasia. Though this is a treatable ailup to their friends on the couches or beds provided for them. ment, they were unwilling to pay for the medical care. Max
However, there is much more to this facility than meets the is now available for adoption at the University ofDoglando.
eye.
The University ofDoglando's No. l objective is the health
The University of Doglando is more than a business. and safety of the dogs.
Patel treats each one of her about 40 four-legged clients like
Every dog is treated like a member of the family, Patel
her own, and she wants to save the world one dog at a time. explained There is even one dog who is fed golf ball-sized
"There are charges associated with the type of services bites of food by hand because that's the way he is treated at
we provide, but we are social entrepreneurs," Patel said. "We home.
want to give back to the community and be a role model for
"Hey, if you do that at home, we'll do it here," Patel said
other agencies to follow."
In addition to her degree in psychology from- UCF, Patel
Patel and her staff and volunteers try to give back to the has numerous certifications that qualify her as a dog behavcommunity, too. The facility is closed for day care on week- iorist. She stays up to date on ethology, the study of dog
ends for community work, although they remain open for behavior and psychology, by attending conferences, training
boarding. One of the weekends - the last Saturday of each and seminars and even hosting some at her facility.
month - Patel and some of her clients meet with families
''Teena is like the dog whisperer," McCall said.
who have children with autism.
Although the University of Doglando does not advertise,
"It [the weekend] is directed by the kids [with autism],'' they obtain new customers through referrals. Potential new
Patel said ''There is already so much structure in their lives. customers must go through an extensive evaluation process
It is amazing for them to just be kids playing with dogs:'
before their dog can attend day care or any of the other proPatel is also an advocate of animal rights and welfare grams offered
reform.
Patel explained that only dogs who have undergone her
''We want to change our law," Patel said. "Our law defines extensive 28-point analysis and have satisfied the twodog as property, so if something happens to a dog, they are month probation period, where they must attend day care
treated as property and not a living, breathing creature. we once per week for two months, can be boarded.
need to change the law so we can have higher expectations
Patel does this analysis to get to know the dog and decide
for the way people treat their dogs."
,
how they will interact with other dogs and people at the
Patel spends time educating others about the controver- facility.
sial actions of puppy mills and preaches that it is important
Patel explained that dogs react to each other and learn
to get dogs from rescue organizations instead of pet stores. best from one another when they are in a stable pack. She
To support these rescue organizations, she started a pro- assesses the dogs to know which pack they are best suited
gram called Second Comforts, which works with hotels to for. Customers must P!ck o~y certain days of the week to
donate old linens to be distributed to needy dogs without a atten? day c~e and stick with those days, so tha~ the pack
place to lay their head at night.
remains consistent.
Another program Patel started saved the lives of four
"Every dog knows their role and their position in the
dogs caught in a fire on Dean Road The University of Dog- · pack," she said
. .
lando donated 48 pet oxygen masks to fire stations in
the pack c~ges constantly, Patel said, it creates undue
Orange County. After equipping every fire station in Orange ~ety and tension for the dogs because they ~o. not know
County with three different sizes of pet oxygen masks - their role or how to ~eact to tl_ie new d~gs. This is why ~e
small, medium and_large - Patel plans to move on to Semi- dogs are able to remam_free to m~eract with each other withnole County and do the same thing.
out any fear of aggressive behavior.
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Benefits to boost Online classes draw in students
enrollment rate
MEGAN ANDERSON
Contributing Writer
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•

.

•
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earli~r offers to top-:-quality
applicants, which will help
secure the amount of those
top-quality students to
attend UCF's graduate programs. The changes are part
of ~he university's attempt
to rmprove not just enroll1?-ent rates but also completion rates in its graduate
programs. UCF's Division
of Graduate Studies is conducting focus groups to
help develop strategies for
improving
completion
rates.
Patricia
Bishop,
vice
provost and dean of UCF's
Division of Graduate Studies, said that close to 20 percent of graduate students
are involved in some type of
graduate assistantship or
research. For the spring
2008
semester,
that
amounts to more than 1,200
students.
"National data has shown
that financial support is
essential for students to stay
in graduate school and get a
degree," Bishop said.
Ingrid Marable, member
of the Graduate' Student
Advisory Board and a former graduate assistant,
explained the importance of
financial support in graduate school.
"The benefits are something very important,"
Marable said. "Going into
graduate school, you don't
have any money, and you
still depend on your parents."
The university expects
expansion in its Graduate
Studies Program, especially
in the areas of life sciences
and in the new College of
Medicine, Bishop said. She

added that in these areas,
good students will improve
the quality of research conducted at the university.
This is especially important
with the increase in the
university's research funding in recent years.
"Every time research
goes up, we're in need of
more graduate research
assistants," Bishop said.
The university's Division
of Graduate Studies also
hands out travel awards to
many graduate students.
Using these travel awards,
students can present the
results of their research in
local, national and international conferences.
The Division of Graduate
Studies is currently negotiating for possible on-campus housing as well for
graduate assistants in coming semesters, according to
Bishop.
"The university has a lot
of appeal in its graduate
programs," Heston said.
"When it's all put together,
it's a very attractive package."
Marable reiterated the
importance of keeping up
with the competition.
"A lot of other schools
are g1vmg full tuition
waivers," Marable said.
The same provision at
UCF, the university hopes,
will increase its competitiveness for students looking to gain an edge from
their education.
"The Division of Graduate Studies is very involved
in helping students with
their career development,"
Bishop said. "Once students
come here, we want them to
be successful in our programs."

GA BENEFITS IN DETAILS
PREVIOUS POLICY:
Offered partial tuition waivers.
Offered no health insurance
provision.
CURRENT POLICY:
Offering full tuition waivers for
graduate assistants who work 20
hours or more each week.
Offering health insurance for
graduate assistants who work 20
hours or more each week.

NUMBER OF GRADUATE ASSISTANT
EMPLOYEES FOR 2007-2008:
Full-time GAs, GRAs and GTAs: 18
Part-time GAs, GRAs and GTAs: 1,549
Total graduate assistants: 1,567
SCHOOL'S WITH POLICIES SIMILAR
TO UCF'S CURRENT POLICY:
Florida State University, University of
South Florida, University of Florida
and Florida International University.

Video streaming is the
new type of online class
that has replaced some
face-to-face instruction in
the College of Business.
However, some are seeing
this as an excuse for the
university's budget cuts.
With video streaming,
cameras are located in the
classroom and the professor is video taped as he or
she lectures. Students are
able to watch the lectures
online, and in some cases
are able to come to class.
Video streaming not
only allows students to
learn from home, it also
allows a large number of
students to complete a
class in one semester.
Dean
Cleavenger
teaches management of
organizations, which is a
video-streaming class, as
well as a core requirement for students in the
College of Business.
"It [ video streaming] is
designed to deliver the
content to massive numbers of students with one
instructor," Cleavenger
said.
Cleavenger said that
his typical size for a
video-streaming class is
about 850 students a
semester. With his summer A term having 260
students, Cleavenger is
averaging close to 2,000
students a year.
"You could have Dr.
Dean Cleavenger teaching 200 students over the
year, or 2,000," Cleavenger said. "And there's
obvious advantages in
some ways to having me
cover
that
many
students.''
Many of the classes
that are taught using
video streaming in the
College of Business are
the core classes that every
.business
major
is
required to take.
Taylor Ellis, associate
dean of Undergraduate
Programs and Technology, is responsible for making sure that the video- '
streaming process works.
He said that video
streaming is a better way
of delivery to meet the
students' needs in their
core classes.
"We originally intended to have nine, but we
are starting to get more
demands for these classes
from students," Ellis said.
Knowing that the fac-

.
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Courtney Sellers, 20-yea~-old_ Jumor and IDS maJor, works on her homework in the Health and Public Affaris computer lab. She also uses the
computers to search for Jobs mbetwee~ her classes. More online classes are drawing stud~nts out of the classroom and to their computers.

ulty is taking into consideration the students' demands is
reassuring to some business
majors. Christina Gekas, a
finance and accounting major,
said she likes the videostreaming classes just as
much as face-to-face instruction.
"I would say that I like the
video-streaming
classes
because it allows me to work
on my classes when I want to
work on them, and there is
not a scheduled time that I
have to work on them," Gekas
said.
However, other students
feel as though it's not just the
convenience that determines
whether or not they enjoy
their video streaming class.
Dominic Brunetti, a management of human resources
major, said that it also
depends on the professor.
"I think a lot of it depends
on the teacher,'' Brunetti said.
"I've had classes where I've
watched the first lecture and
decided I was never going to

watch another lecture again
because I didn't feel like I got
anything out of it. If they [the
professor] just read the
PowerPoint slides, I can do
that mysel£"
Although not all students
have an overwhelmingly negative attitude about video
streaming, some feel as
though they shouldn't have to
pay the same price for video
streaming classes as they do
for face-to-face instruction.
"I don't have a problem
with the video-streaming
classes, I just wish they
weren't as expensive as regular, face-to-face classes,''
Gekas said. "I think that
video-streaming
classes
should be cheaper because
you don't get the full effect of
a class interacting with one
another."
However, there seems to
be some conflicting reports.
Students have better interaction with their professors
when taking video-streaming
classes, Ellis said.

"The students have said
that they have a higher quality
interaction with the professor
using e-mail," Ellis said.
One of the biggest concerns is whether or not students are learning the same
amount as they would with
face to face instruction.
"The research we've done
shows that there's no difference in grades, and students
like the convenience," Ellis
said.
Efficiency and convenience are just a few reasons
why UCF and the College of
Business have decided to
incorporate video-streaming
classes. However, budget cuts
could also be a reason.
"I think if budgets were not
an issue, we would run like a
nice organic private school,"
Cleavenger said. "I think
that's the preference of most
people."
Whether it's budget cuts or
a newfound efficiency, technology in the classroom
seems to be unstoppable.
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added if gas prices stretch to
$5.50.
The fee will start June 13. A
notice will be displayed on a
cab's window.

ANDREA CANTERBURY
Contributing Writer

Budget cuts stop Miami public

defenders from trying felons

MIAMI - Miami-Dade
County's public defender said
his office plans to refuse most
felony cases because state
budget cuts mean his attorneys can't effectively cover
their caseloads.
Bennett Brummer argued
his attorneys are constitutionally obligated to provide adequate legal representation. He
said they can't do that because
the budget cuts leave his office
short-staffed and underfunded.
His office would refuse
most felony cases, except for
first-degree murder and capital sexual battery cases. Public
defenders also would continue
taking cases in juvenile and
misdemeanor court.
A spokesman for the
Miami-Dade State Attorney's
Office said they haven't
received official notification of
the plan.
Gov. Charlie Crist said
Brummer's office was notified
last year about the budget cuts.

PHOTO COURTESY NASA TV

Astronaut Ron Garan is seen during a space walk in the payload bay of the space
shuttle Discovery while he is prepping the Kibo lab for installation on Tuesday.

f

International Space Station
works on toilet pump

TAMPA-Tampa Bay Buccaneers tight end Jerramy
Stevens was suspended for the
first two games of next season
and fmed an additional game
Wednesday for violating the
NFL's substance abuse policy.
The former first-round
draft pick was convicted of
DUI in September and se:i:ved
a one-game suspension and
was fmed an additional game
check for the marijuana
offense. The latest suspension
ste~ from the DUI portion of
the case.
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Consultant hired at Oral Roberts
to bolster enrollment numbers
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TULSA, Okla - Faced
with fears of sagging enrollment and reeling from months
of fmancial scandals, · Oral
Roberts University is hiring a
national consultant to help the
small evangelical school
recruit and retain students.
The firm ofNoel-Levitz will
create a strategic enrollment
plan, conduct research to
enhance the recruiting process
and strengthen ORU's annual
marketing and recruitment
plan to increase the siz~ of
future
classes,
school
spokesman Jeremy Burton said
. Tuesday in a statement.
The firm has worked with
2,000 campuses over the past
30 years, including Creighton
University, the Oklahoma State
Regents for Higher Education
and Baylor University, Burton
said
.
He called the move "another positive step that demonstrates a new day at ORU."
The hire comes as school
leaders gird for a potential
decline in enrollment for the
fall, which could be 150 students fewer than the 3,166 who
attended last year.
Other university sources
have been told a much higher
figure: around 400. That would
be a drop of almost 13 percent.
In the past eight years,.the
university has lost 500 students;
Weeks before the semester
ended, the school showed
signs it was struggling to stay
afloat. .Leaders urged professors to persuade students to
return in the fall And billionaire Oklahoma City businessman Mart Green, whose $70
million donation helped save
the school, said budget cuts
and layoffs were possible.
Some students weren't sold
on a consultant, saying
resources could be better spent
oncampus.
In addition to enrollment
concerns, the school still faces
lawsuits brought by two (ormer professors, two former
students and a former senior
accountant.
-
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Government opposition leader
captured by security roadblock

ZIMBABWE - Police
have detained opposition
leader Morgan Tsvangirai
after his convoy was
stopped at a roadblock, an
opposition party official
said Wednesday.
Tsvangirai and a group
of about 14 party officials
were being detained at a
police station in Lupane,
north
of
Bulawayo,
spokesman George Sibotshiwe said.
No charges have been
put to them, he said. Comment from police was not
immediately available.
Tsvangirai had been
campaigning in the area
ahead of a presidential
runoff on June 27 against
President Robert Mugabe.
Tsvangirai claims he won
the first round outright,
and that official results
released May 2 showing a
runoff was necessary were
fraudulent.
Tsvangirai, who left
Zimbabwe after the March
29 presidential election,
delayed his return late last
month after his party said
he was the target of a military assassination plot.
The former union leader
has survived at least three
assassination attempts. In
1997, unidentified assailants
who tried to throw him
from a 10th floor window.
Last year, he was hospitalized after a brutal assault
by police at a prayer rally,
and images seen around the
world of his bruised and
swollen face have come to.
symbolize the plight of dissenters in Zimbabwe.
Nelson
Chamisa,
spokesman for the opposition Movement for DemocTeenager's violent plot against ratic Change, said Tsvangirai had planned on
school is discovered by police
CLEVELAND
A , spending the week camteenager accused of plotting paigning in Western Mataa school attack wrote that he beleland. At least two of
wanted "instant recognition'' Tsvangirai's rallies since his
for shooting a record number return on May 24 have been
on
security
ofvictims and that he would- banned
n't feel sorry about it, accord- grounds by police who said
ing to documents unsealed they could not guarantee
the leader's safety.
Tuesday.
A black spiral notebook
authorities obtained from the Demand for oil falls sharply
16-year-old boy's locker at while price hits record higfi
NEW YORK- Oil prices
Penn High School in
Mishawaka, Ind., contained fell below $123 Wednesday
handwritten entries in which after the Energy Departthe teen expressed his hatred ment said gasoline demand
for most of the people at the fell sharply last week while
fuel inventories jumped
school
"I wanna break the cur- more than expected
Retail gas prices, meanrent shooting record-I wanna
get instant recognition. The while, rose to a new record
only thing that stops me is above $3.98 a gallon and are
the fact ofbeing put in jail for- likely to hit $4 in coming
ever, or having to kill myself, days although oil prices have
or getting killed by an officer. retreated more than $10
I cc;:>uld kill anyone without from last month's record levfeeling sorry because society els.
In its weekly inventory
sucks!!!" read an entry dated
April 18, the day before he report, the department's
Energy Information Adminwas arrested.
The teenager has been istration said demand for
charged with a juvenile count gasoline fell by 1.4 percent
of conspiracy to commit over the last four weeks.
murder and a denial plea has _Meanwhile, gasoline invenbeen entered on his beha1£ A tories rose by 2.9 million
hearing is scheduled on June barrels last week, more than
11 to determine whether he three times the increase analysts polled by energy
will stay in juvenile custody.
He is accused of plotting research firm Platts had
with Lee Billi. 33, of suburban expected.
Inventories of distillates,
Cleveland. Authorities said
Billi and the teenager which include diesel and
exchanged e-mails in April, heating oil, rose by 2.3 milsimultaneous lion barrels. Investors
discussing
mass murders at the teen's shrugged off an unexpected
high school and at another decrease in crude oil invenlocation that police haven't tories.
Light, sweet crude for
identified
A search warrant affidavit July delivery fell $1.79 to
filed to obtain a judge's $122.52 barrel in morning
approval to search Billi's trading on the New York
computer and disks was Mercantile Exchange.
Prices are already higher
unsealed Tuesday.
According to the docu- than $4 in many parts of the
ments, the teenager told country, and average more
authorities
his
violent than that in 13 states and the
thoughts began when his girl- District of Columbia.
friend broke up with him.

HOUSTON - Residents
aboard the International
Space Station were getting
ready to take on a new task
Wednesday: plumbing.
The space station's toilet
broke two weeks ago. The
problem - confined to the
urine side ofthe commode has forced the orbiting outpost's crew of an American
astronaut and two Russian
cosmonauts to flush manually with extra water several
times a day.
Space shuttle Discovery
brought up a new pump for
the testy toilet, as well as the
space station's newest room.
a $1 billion Japanese lab.
The mundane task of
installing the 35-pound pump
and hoses was to fall to Oleg
Kononenko, one of the two
Russians, on Wednesday
morning. The job was
expected to last two hours.
'We'll see (Wednesday)
afternoon if that does the
trick or if we need to figure
out another solution," said
Emily Nelson, a space station
flight director.
In addition to fixing the
toilet, the shuttle and space
station crews planned to
make power, data, air and
water connections on the
newly installed lab, named
Kibo, which means hope in
Japanese.
The photos taken by the
space station residents just
before Monday's linkup
uncovered just four small
areas of tile damage on Discovery's belly. The damage is
so slight that no detailed
inspection will be required,
said LeRoy Cain, chairman of
the mission management
team.

Tampa Bay Buccaneers player
suspended for substance abuse

-

Calm seasons can lead
to lack of preparation

1

-
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It's hurricane season again
and the American Red Cross
is stressing the importance of
being prepared before it's too
late.
"It's like taking a vacation,"
said Joel Hass, the regional
chief executive officer of the
American Red Cross in Central Florida. "You don't just
get in the car and go, you say
we're going to plan for a vacation, decide what we're going
to take and decide where
we're going to go. It's the same
thing planning for a disaster."
The Atlantic hurricane
season began on June 1 and
ends Nov. 30.. Organizations,
such as the American Red
Cross, offer information for
students and families preparing for the hurricane, season.
They also sell complete disaster kits on their Web site for
$60.
However, Hass said locals
just aren't getting prepared as
early as they need to this year;
"Sixty percent of the people in the most recent MasonDixon survey said that they
were not going to prepare for
a hurricane until it was 24
hours away,'' he said. "That is
the wrong time to start thinking about it."
Hass said students need an
emergency kit in their dorm
room with a flashlight and
batteries. They should also
consider putting important
documents into a bag for easy
access. Students should have
everything they need to survive in a shelter for at least 72
hours and shouldn't wait until
the day before the storm hits
to buy it.
The UCF Department of
Environmental Health and
Safety published a Hurricane
Preparedness Guide accessible online at their Web site for
students and employees. The
guide includes a checklist for
a hurricane supply kit and
information on campus shelters for students living in affiliated housing.
The Web site also has
UCF's Emergency Management Plan available for download, which includes information on tornado, flood and
hurricane precautions.
Still, some UCF students
haven't prepared. Sophomore
Amy Feliciano, who recently
moved to Florida from Puerto
Rico, said she hadn't purchased any emergency supplies because, she said with a
laugh, she was irresponsible.
However, she said she was
nervous about potentially
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DISASTER SUPPLY KIT
Water at least one gallon daily per person
for three to seven days
Food at least enough for three to seven
days:
Non-perishable packaged or canned
Foods for infants or the elderly
Snack foods
Non-electric can opener
Cooking tools I fuel
Paper plates/ plastic utensils
Blankets/ pillows, etc.
Oothing seasonal/ rain gear I sturdy

Telephones Fully-charged cell phone
with extra battery and atraditional (not
cordless) telephone set

Cash (with some small bills) and credit
cards

Keys
Toys, books and games
Important documents in a
waterproof container or watertight
resealable plastic bag

shoes

Tools keep aset with you during the storm

First aid kit/ medicines

Vehide fuel tanks filled

Special items for babies and the elderly

Pet care items

proper identification
medications
ample supply of food and water
acarrier or cage
muzzle and leash

Toiletries/ hygiene items
Flashlight/ batteries
Radio battery-operated and NOAA
weather radio

dangerous hurricanes hitting
her new home.
"Over there, I've seen a lot
of trees fall," Feliciano said.
"Here, I've never gone
through the experience."
Professor Mark E. Johnson
said Floridians are just forgetting the 2004 hurricanes that
caused so many problems due
to a few cahn years without
storms.
"After a while, it's like why
are _w e preparing for nothing?
Johnson said. "I bought a survival kit, I have a survival plan,
I know how to call my parents, etc. It seems like a big
waste of time after two or
three seasons."
Johnson is a statistician
who works on hurricane
modeling and forecasting
with the Florida Commission
on Hurricane Loss Projection
Methodology. The company
publishes an annual report
forecasting the dangers of the
upcoming season.
Though they didn't put out
a report for 2008, Johnson
said students should still prepare themselves for the possibility of a busy season.

-WWWNHCNOAA.GOV

Junior Juan Barredo still
has supplies from last year
and plans on buying a disaster
kit only if a hurricane threatens the local area.
"We have leftover wood
panels from previous hurricane seasons - that's about
it," Barredo said. "I guess
maybe a couple of cans of
food."
Barredo was here in 2004
when hurricanes tore across
Central Florida. He said his
property wasn't damaged, but
the destruction and long gas
lines made it a memorable
experience.
"If the apocalypse were to
come, this wasn't so far from
it," Barredo said.
Students can visit the local
American Red Cross Web site
at
http://www.MidFloridaRedC
ross.org to find information
for putting together a disaster
kit of their own or buying a
pre-made one.
The American Red Cross
also provides tips for emergen~y preparedness and
opportunities for new volunteers to help disaster victims.
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Knight Cruisers meet
for fuel-burning fix
MEGAN ANDERSON
Contributing Writer

:>
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Motors,
transmissions
and driving fast are just a few
things that the members of
UCF's Knight Cruisers Car
Club discuss as they pop the
hoods of their cars at their
Wednesday night meetings.
The Knight Cruisers first
started in 2001, but drifted
apart after the first set of officers graduated. By 2005, the
last few members picked up
the pieces and souped up the
old club, which is now not
only about the cars, but also
camaraderie.
With President Ryan
Hennessy at the wheel, the
~ar ~lub seems to be speed~g its way to success. Rangmg from UCF and Valencia
students to UCF alumni, the
car club has ·developed a
diverse group of members,
all with an enthusiasm for
cars.
"We have about 30 or 40
people that generally come
out week to week," Hennessy
said. 'We have a big array of
old cars, new cars, domestics
and imports. It's a broad collection of people that enjoy
cars overall."
Kyle Gabrus, vice president of the club, thinks that
the diverse types of cars and
people are what make their
club stand out from other car
enthusiast groups.
"I think we are unique
from other car clubs because
we aren't car specific,"
Gabrus said. "We accept all
makes and models of cars."
However, this club isn't all
about the meetings. The
members often meet at
Orlando Speed World in
Bithlow for racing or a local
car show.
"A lot of us will go to the
track as a group together or
we'll go to an autocross once
and a while," Hennessy said.
Hennessy's most memorable event of the club was
the car show they hosted last

"
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- RYAN HENNESSY
KNIGHT CRUISERS PRESIDENT

year. He hopes to continue
the show every year in order
to raise money and to create
a tradition.
"We had our last car
show at Alafaya Towne Center," Hennessy said. "We had
about one hundred people
show up and a bunch of
sponsors come out like Central Florida Turbo and Black
Ops Performance, and Tire
Kingdom...it was a pretty
successful show, and we had
a good time doing it."
The club hopes that the
car show will get their name
out to other students at UCF
and help them aehieve their
goal of expanding the club's
membership.
"There are constantly
new cars coming up to the
garage," said Gabrus. "We
want to try and make our
meeting bigger, with a wider
variety of cars and people
coming up weekly."
After seeing fliers posted
on campus about the club,
UCF junior James Garrett
joined in 2007.
"For me, the most fun in
the car club is getting to
know a variety of people,"
Garrett said. "On a campus
as large as UCF's, you can
easily become a number, so
meeting people with similar

Obama wins long race
FROM

Al

Vietnam prisoner of war and
staunch supporter of the current U.S. military mission.
In a symbolic move,
Obama spoke in the same
hall where McCain will
accept the Republican nomination at his party's convention in September. Campaign
officials, citing the local fire
marshal, put the crowd at
17,000 inside the Xcel Energy
Center, plus another 15,000
outside.
Clinton won South Dakota on the final night of the
primary season; Obama took
Montana
As is his custom, he
placed a call to the former
first lady to congratulate her
on her victory. He left a message on her voicemail asking
for a call back, said Linda
Douglass, a senior campaign
adviser.
Only 31 delegates were at
stake in the two states on the
night's ballot, the final few
among the thousands that
once drew Obama, Clinton
and six other Democratic
candidates into the campaign
to replace Bush and become
the nation's 44th president.
Obama sealed his nomination, according to The Associated Press tally, based on
primary elections, state
Democratic caucuses and
support
from
party
"superdelegates." It takes
2,118 delegates to clinch the
nomination at the convention in Denver this summer,
and Obama had 2,151 by the
AP count.
Obama, a first-term senator who was virtually
unknown on the national
stage four years ago, defeated
Clinton, the former first lady
and one-time campaign
front-runner, in a 17-month

marathon for the Democratic
nomination.
His victory had been
widely assumed for weeks.
But Clinton's declaration of
interest in becoming his ticketmate was wholly unexpected.
She expressed it in a conference call with her state's
congressional
delegation
after Rep. Nydia Velazquez,
predicted Obama would
have great difficulty winning
the support of Hispanics and
other voting blocs unless the
former first lady was on the
ticket.
"I am open to it" if it
would help the party's
prospects in November, Clinton replied, according to participants who spoke on condition of anonymity because
the call was private.
Clinton's
comments
raised anew the prospect of
what many Democrats have
called a "Dream Ticket" that
would put a black man and a
woman on the same ballot,
but Obama's aides were noncommittal. "We're not in the
presidential phase here.
We're going to close out the
nominating fight and then
we'll consider that," David
Axelrod, Obama's top strategist, told reporters aboard
the candidate's plane en
route to Minnesota.
The young Illinois senator's success in winning the
nomination amounted to a
victory of hope over experience, earned across an enervating 56 primaries and caucuses that tested the political
skills and hwnan endurance
of all involved.
Obama stood for change.
Clinton was the candidate of
experience; ready, she said,
to serve in the Oval Office
from day one.
Together, they drew

record turnouts in primary
after primary - more than
34 million voters in all, independents and Republicans as
well as Democrats.
Yet the race between a
black man and a woman
exposed deep racial and gender divisions within the
party.
Obama drew strength
from blacks, and from the
younger, more liberal and
wealthier voters in many
states. Clinton was preferred
by older, more downscale
voters, and women, of
course.
Obama struggled to minimize the damage caused by
the incendiary rhetoric of his
former pastor, the Rev. Jeremiah Wright, an issue likely
to be raised anew by Republicans in the fall campaign.
Obama's triumph was
fashioned on prodigious
fundraising,
meticulous
organizing and his theme of
change aimed at an electorate opposed to the Iraq
war and worried about the
economy - all harnessed to
his own gifts as an inspirational speaker.
After a year on the campaign trail, Obama won the
kickoff Iowa caucuses on Jan.
3, and the freshman senator
became a political phenomenon.
"We came together as
Democrats, as Republicans
and independents, to stand
up and say we are one nation,
we are one people and our
time for change has come,"
he said that night of victory
in Des Moines.
The former first lady
countered Obama's Iowa victory with an upset five days
later in New Hampshire that
set the stage for a campaign
marathon as competitive as
any in the past generation.

Center to have many focuses
FROM

~

"We have a big
array of old
cars, new cars,
domestics and
imports. It's a
broad collection
of people that
•
enJoy
cars
overall."

interests is always nice."
The club seems to be successful in their variety of cars
and members, however they
have another goal that might
not be as easy to attain.
"I know there's a big
stereotype about people that
modify their cars, like it's
negative and all they do is
street race," said Hennessy.
"But the majority of people
in our club obey the traffic
laws, they go to the track [ to
race] and are very respectful
about other people and their
cars. We want to cut back on
the negative stereotype."
Although there are some
groups that promote the
types of racing that have
given car enthusiasts this
negative stereotype, Hennessy says that that type of
enthusiasm isn't what the
Knight Cruisers are all about.
"There are other meets
that are bigger and are more
fun by some standards, but
they are the ones that usually
burn out and have the cops
called on them," Hennessy
said. 'We haven't had a problem with the cops in a year
because we just don't tolerate nonsense."
With hopes that playing
by the rules keeps them out
of trouble, the Knight Cruisers still welcome anyone and
everyone that has a love for
cars.
"Everyone's welcome,"
Hennessy said. "We meet
week to week at Garage D
across from the arena, and
we have a Web site,
www.ucfcarclub.com. We've
had anything from Ferraris
and Porches to Chevys, so
we're open to anyone."
From $250,000 cars to
$500 cars, the club hopes that
anyone who has a passion for
motors and speed comes out,
not only to race and modify
their car, but to meet new
people. After all, the club's
motto is "there's more to life
than gas mileage."
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useable space. Construction
is planned to begin next year,
and the doors will open within the next three to five years.
Baker Barrios Architects
were awarded the project in
March, and are not new to the
UCF
campus.
They've
designed the Business II
Building, Engineering ill
Building, Psychology Building
and
Teaching
Academy.
They've also done work at the
University of South Florida,
University ofNorth Florida and
Valencia Community College.
"From an aesthetic standpoint, it's going to be eyecatching and dynamic."' said
~ Helsman of Baker Barrios. "We're going to try to
make the building iconic;
something that will catch your
eye as you enter campus."
Students are pleased about
the chance to study in a new

center as well.
"I think it sounds like a
great idea," said Ebony Hudson, a health services administration major.
Although the reading center has been in the works for a
number of years, the last year
has launched the ideas into
action.
"This past year is when we
really started putting flesh on
the ideas," Wegmann said.
'We've evolved from a national to international focus."
The reading center is
·unique in that it has local,
national and international
focuses, Wegmann said.
"On the bottom floor we
plan to have a reading gallery,"
Wegmann said. 'We also plan
to have collaboration rooms,
which will serve as a communication hub to connect with
the rest of the world."
The reading center will
focus on collecting the best

tactics for teaching and promoting literacy from around
the world.
"Finland is No. I in the
world as far as literacy rates,"
Wegmann said. "Australia's
rates are very high, too. We will
be able to connect with them
and exchange references."
Another international contribution will be the reading
center's Web site.
"Everything that is housed
in the building will be available online," Wegmann said.
Although the reading center is unique in its approach to
international communication,
it will also provide positive
contributions to the Orlando
area, said Wegmann.
One example of a local
contribution is through Book
Trust, a Scho_lastic company
that provides books for lowincome children. This operation will be run out ofthe new
reading center.

ROSS D. FRANKLIN / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Democratic presidential hopeful Sen. Barack Obama, D-111, right, stands with Democratic Arizona Gov. Janet Napolitano as he holds a
"Stand for Change" rally at Veterans Memorial Coliseum in Phoenix in this Jan. 30, 2008 file photo.

Donations help make smiles
FROM
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people rather than end up in a
garbage dump." said Benyounes.
Not only did this group
lend a hand to a community
in need, but they put smiles

on the faces of the volunteers.
"The most rewarding part
for me, personally, was seeing
the smiles on the faces of the
volunteers, knowing they
would be able to help so
many more people with our
donations," Briggs said. "I am
so proud of the students and

faculty for their tremendous
donations."
Although this ev ent has
already taken place, the College of Nursing is still taking
donations, preferably toiletries. They plan to continue
holding donations for local
and abroad charities.

NOW HIRING PART TIME
SALES REPRESEN

I

t'

'

HOCKEY

., ;' }' ,>.

LIGHTNING FIRE TORTORELLA
FOUR YEARS AFTER CUP WIN

TAMPA BAY, Florida - John
Tortorella was fired Tuesday as
coach of the Tampa Bay Lightning,
four years after leading the team to
its only Stanley Cup title.
The Lightning were 239-222-3638 and ·made the playoffs four
times in six seasons under
Tortorella, who took over a
perennial last-place team in
January 2001,and helped
transform it into a championship
contender in three years.
"He did something Ithink is very,
very difficult for anyone to do, but
certainly difficult for a coach to do.
That's change the culture," general
manager Jay Feaster said.
"This was a country club, a
retirement home. It was a place
players came to retire, they just
forgot to tell us they were doing it.
John came in and changed the
culture, changed the way we do
business, and the attitude. And in
so doing, he raised expectations."

BASKETBALL
PISTONS' COACH SAUNDERS
ALSO FIRED AFTER 3SEASONS

DETROIT - Flip Saunders was
fired as the Detroit Pistons' head
coach Tuesday, four days after his
team was eliminated from the
playoffs by the Boston Celtics. And
more changes could be on the way
for a team bounced from three
straight conference finals.
"Make no mistake, everybody is
in play right now," said Joe Dumars,
the Pistons' president of basketball
operations."There are no sacred
cows here. You lose that sacred cow
status when you lose three straight
years."
Saunders had a year left on a
four-year deal he signed in 2005.
His ouster comes three years after
he took over for Larry Brown, who
led the Pistons to two straight NBA
finals.
"Will I look to making significant
changes? Yeah, you're damn right I
will," Dumars said.
Assistant coach Michael Curry
appears to be the leading
candidate to replace Saunders.
In Saunders' three seasons, the
Pistons were 30-21 in the
postseason, but they lost in the
Eastern Conference finals each year.

TENNIS

UCF Rowing's No. 5 lightweight team prepares
for country's best boats at IRA Championships
RYAN BASS
Staff Writer

The fifth-ranked lightweight boat of the
UCF Women's Rowing team is looking to
show that number is deserved at the seasonending Intercollegiate Rowing Association
Championships this weekend in Cherry Hill,
N.J.
Kris Muhl, an assistant coach in charge of
the lightweight team, said he knows that
when his team enters the championships,
which run from June 5 to 7, its ranking won't
guarantee the Knights a cruise toward the
title.
''You've got to go out on the day of the
race and earn it, if you're No. 1 or if you're at
the bottom of the pack," Muhl said. "Ifyou're
No. 1, you've still got to earn that No. 1 ranking at the end of the race."
The Knights come into the IRA
Championships having defeated some of the
top talent in the nation this season. UCF
upset MIT, who was ranked No. 5 in the
nation at the time, and also took down Harvard on May 3. The Knights also faced No.1ranked Princeton in a home regatta on April
12. They fell only 12 seconds behind the
Tigers.
"I have to say that being in Boston and
beating MIT and Radcliffe was the highlight

of my rowing career,'' junior Lauren Schueler said in a press release. "I think we surprised ourselves because we were down the
whole race, and just to come back and win
was pretty amazing."
Muhl said he thinks that his team is ready
to face that kind of competition again, especially a top-tier talent like Princeton.
"There's absolutely no reason that they
shouldn't be able to compete with [the higher-ranked teams],'' Muhl said ''.A lot of teams
face t ~ That's Princeton, that's Cal, that's
whomever, the big names. A lot of it's helping get them past that. Sometimes it's luck,
sometimes it's a lot of pushing.
"But at a certain point, pretty much
where we're at now, it's them. I just come
there to keep things moving along, but it's
got to come from them."
The lightweight boat has been rowing
well all season. They started the 2008 spring
campaign on March 1 with a victory in the
varsity 8+ race at the Metro Cup. The
Knights then secured wins in the varsity 8+
race at the Rollins Spring Break Race on
March 12, followed by the Petrakis Cup on
March 22.
May was arguably the Knights' strongest
month, with the team racking up wins
against No. 3 Radcliffe and then No. 10 MIT.
UCF then defeated four ranked teams at the

ALLEN LEVIN
Contributing Writer

•
•
•
•

PARIS - Twice on the verge of
elimination, Dinara Safina instead
advanced to the French Open
semifinals.
I
Safina came within a point of
losing, then rallied Wednesday to
beat fellow Russian Elena
Dementieva 4-6, 7-6 (5), 6-0.
"I was one step away (from
losing},"Safina said,"so I'll be
especially glad to be back
tomorrow."
Her opponent today will be 2004
U.S. Open champion Svetlana
Kuznetsova. She beat Kaia Kanepi
7-5,6-2 on Wednesday.

•
Dad Vail Regatta on May 10.
"I think that this group of girls has risen
to the potential that we have,'' senior Taylor
Wiatt said in a press release. "I do think that
we can do more. Beating Harvard in Massachusetts came as a shock in one aspect, but
we are really excited with where we are
right now, and we want to push it more and
keep it going."
Coach Muhl said he also sees a change in
the squad.
"They're rowing very well," he said.
"They've really come a long way this year
getting some technical work done. It's not
just working hard physically, but working
hard mentally to stay focused."
The Knights come into the championships :with a slight disadvantage, however.
Most of the prominent teams in the tournament have a much larger number of rowers.
UCF comes in with 10 lightweight members,
at least 10 fewer than many of the other highranking teams.
"We have that one extra person that will
travel as a spare," Muhl said. ''.Absolutely
everybody contributes. If we didn't have that
one person working to get into the boat, we
wouldn't have the other people working to
stay in the boat."
PLEASE SEE
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Track assistant qualifies
for Olympic Team Trials
Trains with UCF Track head coach Gilbert

SAFINA SURVIVES QUARTERS,
TO FACE KUZNETSOVA IN SEMIS

COREY MAYNARD/ CENTRAL FLORIDA FUTURE

UCF Rowing's lightweight team goes through a practice Tuesday
on Lake Pickett, one of their last before the IRA Championships.

UCF Track and Field staff
assistant Alexis Joyce has
brought the Knights to new
heights with her recent
qualification into the 2008
United States Olympic
Team Trials for the 100meter dash.
The trials, which take
place June 27-July 6 at Hayward Field in Eugene, Ore.,
are very difficult for which
to qualify.
Athletes who aim for A
standard qualification in the
100 meters must get a · time
of 11.13 or better in order to
automatically qualify for the
Olympic Team Trials.
Joyce qualified under the
A standard time with a time
of 11.09 at the 2008 NTC
Classic in Clermont.
Her first step to earning a
spot on the Olympic Team
will come in the quarterfinals of the 100-meter dash
on June 27 at 10:40 p.m.
After earning numerous

Role:

UCFTrackand
Field assistant

Olympics:
She qualified for
the Olympic
Team Trials in the
100-meter dash.
'-'-~-'------'
honors in both high school
and college, Joyce has been
training under UCF Track
and Field head coach Caryl
Smith Gilbert.
Coach Gilbert said she
thinks that the trials will be a
daunting task for Joyce, but
she also has big goals for her.
"It's going to be very difficult," Gilbert said. "My
goal for her is to be top eight
and make the final, and then
run the best race of her life
in the final and see what
happens. You can never predict those things because
everyone is going to be at

their very best."
But Joyce has been a successful competitive runner
in the past
Joyce was a standout
runner at the University of
South Carolina. In her sophomore season, she was part
of a record-setting 4-by-100meter relay squad that tmished as the national runnerup at the NCAA Outdoor
Championships.
She also received AllAmerican honors at South
Carolina as well as being a
participant in the 2008 IAAF
World Indoor Track and
Field Championships as a
member of Team USA
She joined the UCF staff in
September as a staff assistant
to Smith Gilbert
Joyce is not the only runner that Coach Gilbert has
guided into the Olympic
Trials. She also trained former Tulane runner Gloria
Asumnu, who also qualified
for the 100-meter dash trial.
"I'm excited for them, but
I learned a long time ago this
PLEASE SEE
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COURTESY UCF ATHLETICS

UCF Track's Dione Thomas got a regional accolade, but was ignored for nationals this week.

..

UCF junior snubbed
BRIAN MURPHY
Sports Editor

UCF Track and Field junior Dione Thomas received a
prominent accolade this
week, but still has reason to
be a little dissatisfied.
Thomas was named to the
U.S. Track & Field and Cross
Country Coaches' Association All-East Region team on
Monday after her eighthplace finish in the triple jump
during the NCAA East
Regional on Saturday.

•

But Tuesday, Thomas
found out that she was left off
the NCAA National Championships roster in the event.
•
Thomas would have been
just the second Knight to
compete in the nationals, but ,
she became the only member
of the All-East Region team
in the t riple jump not to
receive a bid to the team.
'
Thomas could not be
reached for comment, but
PLEASE SEE
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Thomas broke 5 records
FROM

A6

UCF Track and Field head
coach Caryl Smith Gilbert
was not happy with the
result.
"I'm disappointed because
I know that Dione worked
very hard this year," Gilbert
said. "She's been a stellar athlete and a great person. She's
given up a lot for the team."
Thomas recorded a personal-best and school-record
leap of 42-9 at the regional,
topping her own previous
school-record jump of 424.25, which she accomplished
at the Penn Relays on April
25.
Gilbert said that Thomas
was in the top five as the
triple jump event began to
wind down at the East
Regional, but a couple of
wind-aided efforts knocked
Thomas down to eighth and
probably out of the national
meet.
"If you don't make the
regional five automatic qualifiers, then [those who select
the national team] go back to
a performance list of the year
if your jump wasn't better at

GET YOUR FACTS STRAIGHT
DRIVE FOR FIVE
UCF Track and Field's Dione Thomas set
four of the Knights' 22 school records
this season single-handedly, and had a
part in a fifth record. She set new
individual marks in the outdoor and
indoor triple jumps, the indoor long
jump and the outdoor 100-meter dash.
She also ran a leg on the Knights'
record-setting 4-by-100-meter relay
team at the UCF Invitational on May 10.

ON THE OUTSIDE
Thomas was the only athlete on the US.
Track & Reid and Cross Country Coaches'
Association All-East Region team for the
triple jump to not make the NCAA National
Championships.

the regional meet," Gilbert
said. "Her best jump happened to come at the regional meet, but there were some
people who made the national meet based on a jump that
they did previously.
"So, she might have beat
them heads-up, but they got
in over her because their
jump was further than hers,
earlier in the year."
Three Conference USA
athletes will be attending the
national meet in the triple
jump, including UTEP's
Blessing Okagbare. She had a
jump of 45-10 at the Midwest
Regional on Saturday, the

best mark in Division I. The
NCAA Championships run
from June 11-14 in Des
Moines, Iowa.
But being a part of the AllEast Region team is just
another accomplishment for
Thomas in her junior year.
During the indoor season,
Thomas broke UCF's school
records in the triple jump
and long jump, and during
the outdoor season, she
broke records in the triple
jump and 100-meter dash.
She was also a member of the
school-record-setting 4-by100-meter relay squad at the
UCF Invitational on May 10.

CONFERENCE CERTIFIED
On April 29,Thomas became the first
Knight to be named C-USA Female Track
and Reid Athlete of the Week.

Thomas' accolade is the
icing on what has been a very
successful year for the
Knights. They notched a
school-record 12 NCAA
regional-qualifying marks or
times, broke 22 total school
records and finished a
program-best third place at
the Conference USA Outdoor Championships on May
lZ
"That's a great accomplishment for Dione and for
UCF, and it adds to our collection of honors that we've
been collecting this year,"
Gilbert said. "Next year, we
should have a lot more of
those, and we're going to
work hard over the summer.
You're going to see a whole
new team next year."
Gilbert said that she
always sets a high standard
for her team because she
believes whatever expectation a coach sets for their student-athletes will be exceeded, and the expectation for
the Knights next year is certainly a lofty one.
"Our goal was to break
every school record," Gilbert
said.

COURTESY UCF ATHLETICS

Junior Dione Thomas will head a strong UCF Track and Field returning class in 2009.

Team effort behind boat's success Gilbert motivated
FROM

by Joyce's success
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Yet, with no graduating
seniors on the team, the
Knights will have a much
larger crop of rowers next
season.
The current lineup in the
Knights' lightweight boat
includes Michelle Carter,
Samantha Maticka, Briana
Lively-Poley, Schueler, Kathleen Noble, Gillian Powell,
Wiatt,
Liz
Robinson,
Kathryn Harness and the
team's coxswain, Hillary
Trupp
"It's no one person," Muhl
said. "It's definitely a team
effort."
UCF is hoping it can get a
strong team effort this weekend and live up to its No. 5
ranking, with its ultimate
goal being a championship
victory.

FROM
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UCF Rowing's fifth-ranked lightweight team has already faced some of the difficult competition that it will go against this weekend.
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NEWS TO NOTE

is not about me at all,"
Gilbert said. "My purpose
is to mold them and steer
them into the direction
they want to go in. But it
does make me very happy
that they're happy. It
makes me more motivated
to get them into the top
three."
The task of making the
Olympic team will be grueling for Joyce. If she is
able to do it, though, it will
truly be amazing for her,
Gilbert said.
-"If she makes that
Olympic team, that's probably one of the most prestigious positions in sport,"
she said.

FIRST STEP
Alexis Joyce's quarterfinal run in
the Olympic Team Trials will occur
June 27 at 10:40 p.m., at the
University of Oregon.
LONG-DISTANCE CONNECTION
Long before joining UCF's staff in
September,Joyce attended George
Washington High School in Denver.
That's the alma mater of UCF Track
and Field coach Caryl Smith Gilbert.
TWICE AS NICE
Gilbert saw two athletes she trains
reach the Olympic Team Trials in
the 100-meter dash: Joyce and
Tulane's Gloria Asumnu.

Donate Plasma!
Sometimes a Band-Aid is not enough
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Find out how thousands of people save lives and earn extra CA$H by donating plasma
regularly. Plasma is used to make manufacture injectable products for people, including
children, with serious illneses.

• 123 Spacious Rooms
w/double Beds in
Most Rooms
• Courtyard Cafe Open for
Breakfast Daily

11801 High Tech Avenue

401-243-6100
www.marriott.com/mcots

www.residenceirin.com/mcore
• 99 Fully Equipped Suites

• 105 Fully Equipped Suites

• Complimentary Full Breakfast
Buffet

• Full Cable with Showtime
• Outdoor Heated Pool, BBQ
Area

• Complimentary Social Hour
M-TH 5:30p -7:00p

• Outdoor Heated Pool
and Jacuzzi

• Daily Housekeeping Service

• 2 Meeting Rooms for
up to 40 People

• Room Service by Pizzeria
Uno's Restaurant

• Limited Maid Service
• Pet Friendly
• High Speed Internet Access

• High Speed Internet Access

DCI Biologicals 1900 Alafaya Trail Suite 500 Orlando 321-235-9100
* $10 Special-New and Return (not donated in the last 6 months)
Bring this ad and receive an extra $5 on your 2nd and 4th donation.
www.dciplasma.com
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Straight Teeth,
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Dr. David R. Lach, DDS, MS, PA
Specialist in Invisible Orthcxlontics
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Glitter, sass and high heels

•

promise to dazzle crowd
CHRISTINE HARPER
Contributing Writer

I was on my second sip of a virgin Sctewdriver, anxiously awaiting my first-ever drag
show, when trumpets blared and the redvelvet curtain pulled back, revealing a little
. lip-sync and dance to welcome the allure of
Gay Days this weekend
One by one, the four female impersonators filled the stage of Revolution. lip. synching and dancing seductively to · ~
Your Mind," formerly by En Vogue, entrancing the audience with their delicate feminine figures and graceful movements on
three-inch high heels. These were real
women, I thought
Parliament flouse and Revolution host
weekly drag shows and will take part in the
festivities across Orlando Friday through
Sunday.
During this weekend's celebration. Parliament House will be hosting a concert,
including live·performances by Expose on
Friday, En Vogue on Saturday and Sister
Sledge on Sunday.
According to the Orlando Gay Days Web
.site, Gay Days originated in 1991 as Gay Day,
a one-day event at Disney World where the
gay community was encouraged to ''wear
red and be seen." Today, Gay Days is an
entire weekend full of activities around
Orlando and at gay and lesbian clubs.
Inside of Revolution, there were several
different rooms. One room had pool tables;
flat-screen TVs and expensive-looking
couches, and another room had a large
dance floor, where guests could dance to
such songs as, "I Kissed A Girl" by Katy
Perry; and the Majestic Theater & and
Lounge where the drag shows were performed
The carefree, easy-going atmosphere was
what led owner Craig Mestel to buy Revolution. previously Southern Nights, a yelill ago
and revamp it.
"It was OK to be who I was [at Southern
Nights];' Mestel said "It was my second
home away from home:'
The Majestic Theater was dark, secluded
and sexy. When I sat down, "Bittersweet
Faith" was playing in the background, and
cocktail waitresses weaved in and out of the
predominantly female audience.
After their debut, the drag queens eacli
took turns on stage. Each performance was
themed according to the female iinpersonator's personality.
The hostess and MC ofthe show, Danielle
Hunter, floated across the stage in a white,
Pt.EA.SE SEE
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Clockwise: Divas
at Parliament
House and
Revolution
nightclubs
PHOTOS BY
CRYSTALPAOLOEMILIO
/ CENTRAL FLORIDA
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A premiere experience with Sex celebs
BILLIE HARTL
StaffWriter

''Year after year, 20-something women come to New
York City in search of the two
'Ls': labels and love," Carrie
Bradshaw quips in the beginning of the Sex and the City
movie. I guess rm one of them.
As a 20-something single girl,
I'm always on the prowl for the
perfect little black dress - or
the perfect boyfriend
And, like a lot of 20-something single girls, I adore Sex
and the City. The witty banter,
handsome men and sartorial
eye candy kept me tuned in
for all six seasons. When I
found out they were finally
making a movie follow-up, I
was excited. When I got a tick-

Sex and the City:
The Movie

*****

Starring: Sarah Jessica Parker, Kim
Cattrall, Kristin Davis, Cynthia
Nixon, Chris Noth, Jennifer Hudson,
Lynn Cohen
In theaters now
et to the premiere in New
York, I was elated.
On the day of the premiere,
after sight-seeing in Midtown
and pampering on the Upper
East Side, I dressed for the big
event.
The search for the perfect
dress had been difficult almost as difficult as the
search for the perfect man but I settled on a short, black

BILLIEHARTL / CENTRALFLORIDA FUTURE

Sarah Jessica Parker strolls down the aisle at Radio Gty Music Hall for the premiere of the
Sex and theCity movie on May 27 in New York Gty. Parker wore a metallic Nina Ricci gown.

and silver Tracy Reese frock
with floral lace. Since Manolo
Blabniks are a little out of my

price range, I chose black and
teal BCBG Max Azria heels. I
was also loaned a black crystal

and onyx bracelet and· clutch
from Swarovski, to add a little
bling to my ensemble.
After a lot of traffic, rain
and passing through a plethora of security checkpoints, we
mad7 our way into Radio City
Music Hall. It was bustling
with girls dressed in head-totoe designer clothing - Prada
dresses and Louboutins as far
as the eye could see. Celebrities trickled in from a separate
entrance, since they got to
walk the pink carpet, unlike us
lesser mortals.
After grabbing a box of
popcorn and a bottle of Vitamin Water at the concession
stand, I took my seat near the
middle of the theater. A few
PLEASE SEE
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Tite needle down spins heavenly sorutd
ERIC WOODARD
Contributing Writer

Don't Mess with the lohan, Columbia Pictures

•
Kung Fu Panda

•

(PG) 9:20a, 9:50, 11:15, 11:45, 12:15 ,1:40 ,2:10 ,2:40
,4:05, 4:35, 5:05, 6:30, 7:00, 7:30, 8:55, 9:25, 9:55
,11:20, 11:50, 12:20,
OLP (Digital Projection) Showtimes
10:lOa, 12:45, 3:10, 5:35, 8:00 ,10:25

You Don't Mess With the Zohan
(PG-13) 9:25am 10:00am 10:30am 11:55am 12:25
1:151:50 2:45 3:15 3:504:25 5:10 5:406:507:207:50
8:209:109:4010:1010:5511:3512:0Sam 12:35am

Sex and the City

'
f

(R) 9:30am 10:25am 12:351:20 4:10 4:55 7:10 7:45
8:2510:2010:4011:45

The Stranqers
(R) 9:s<lam 10:35am 12:50 2:55 3:55 4:50 7:05 7:55
9:4510:3012:15am 12:25am
Open Captioned & Descriptive Audio 5howtimes
1:25

Iron Man
(PG-13) 11:55am 2:50 7:40io:55

•

Made of Honor
(PG-13) 9:35am 12:05 2:30 4:55 7:40 10:1512:SOam

Baby Mama

•

(PG-13) 4:4510:00

Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull
(PG--13)9:40am 10:40am 12:401:302:00 3:304:40
6:45 7:15 8:05 93510:50 12:30am

Speed Racer

(PG) 12:30 3:45
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For those who think our
generation's music is going to
hell in a digitally-mastered
handbasket, one place has
been saving souls with vinyl
since before you were born.
· Rock & Roll Heaven in
Orlando specializes in new
and old vinyl LPs (Long Play),
ranging from the relatively
easy-to-find to the extremely
rare, priced competitively
depending on consumer tastes,
supply and demand
"Trends change all the time;
interests change," co-owner
Ray Ehmen said, "but there
seems to be a steady market for
vinyl sales."
The name can be deceiving
when one considers the shop's
inventory. Indeed, Rock & Roll
gets newcomers through the
door, but customers also enjoy
sifting through the store's competing selection of jazz, folk,
country, soul, disco, classic
metal and hip hop, as well as a
variety of CDs and cassettes.
"If we don't have it, you
don't need it," co-owner Fred
Ehmen said of the more than
one million titles the store

boasts on its Web site.
Opened by a part-time volunteer firefighter in the late
70s, Rock & Roll Heaven initially sold nothing but used 45s
from a single-unit space on
Orange Avenue. Brothers Ray
and Fred Ehmen have owned
the store since 1986, when the
owner sold the store and
moved out of Florida
'We started pretty much
with $1,000 dollars from our
mom as a loan; that's it," Fred
said "But we knew records, we
knew music and we knew that
we could make it happen."
Today, Ray and Fred, 52 and
47 respectively, have expanded
the store four times its original
size with no signs of stopping.
"I think the reason the store
continued to grow was it was
really a slow process of learning, step by step, of doing it on
our own with very little
money," Fred said
Before they were owners,
Ray and Fred hitchhiked to the
shop after classes at Colonial
High School just to hang out,
see friends and listen to music.
Fred believes music plays an
essential role in the human
experience and the sto;re is a
throwback to an era when a

SARAH ROGERS/ CENTRAL FLORIDA FUTURE

The 25-year vinyl staple in Orlando, Rock & Roll Heaven boasts an expansive collection of
rock, soul and rap LPs and artist memorabilia covering the walls and ceilings store wide.

record store was a hub for community interaction and not just
space in a shopping mall
Fortunately for the store,
vinyl is becoming an evergrowing commodity for
younger music enthusiasts,
even at a time when online
downloading continues to
clobber profit margins in the
recording industry.
"I'm big into classic rock
and old soul," Justin Coulter
said. "I usually just come, look
around and see if they have
anything new."

Many customers like Coulter will spend at least an hour
looking around the store,
searching for any title that
catches their eye. Hearing the
Beatles' Sgt. Pepper's Lonely
Hearts Club Band in the format
in which it was intended to be
heard can be a new experience
for people who though~ they
were familiar enough with
their favorite bands.
"It's
just
so
warmsounding," Coulter said "If you
don't listen to records, like, all
the time, you really don't get it."

Like fine wine, baseball
cards and comic books, vinyl
records should be considered
an investment when perusing
the store. Collector titles like
Green Day's Kerplunk, No
Doubt's Tragic Kingdom and 2
Live Crew's As Nasty As They
Wanna Be can fetch up to $75. A
vinyl pressing of Nirvana's
Incesticide, a compilation
album of pre-Nevermind singles, can run up to $125.
Tyler Rehwoldt usually
comes to the store once a
week to comb through the dollar bins that are full of vinyl
that hasn't been sorted,
nobody wants to buy or is in
questionable condition.
Coming into the store with
no particular artist in mind
makes the search for vinyl
more worthwhile, Rehwoldt
said.
"If you pick through it with
a general idea of what kind of
music you're looking for,
sometimes you just stumble
across something you really
didn't realize you enjoyed,"
Rehwoldt said. "You're like,
'Wow, I totally forgot about
this band. I'm taking them
home and I'm making them
new again."'

The Chronides of Namia: Prince Caspian
(PG)9:45am 1:004:157:2510:45

What Happens in Veqas

(PG-13) 12:10 2:35 5:(lb 7:35 10:0512:45am

- Listings for Friday, June 6

•

AKA awesome·night for open mic downtown
AMANDA SHAPIRO
Staff Writer

Quick Flix by William Goss
Explore the fascinating parallels of
Dreamworks' Kung Fu Panda and
Sandler's Don't Mess with the Zohan

Metal Quest by Lindsey Turnbull
Finally, metal in Orlando at the Haven
featuring Horde of Moloch, Thy Will be
Done, Origin and Dying Fetus.

Cultural Pop by Kris Kelly
Metal Gear labyrinth 4: the
seemingly convoluted world of Solid
Snake made clear after 10 year lapse.
Go to www.CentraJFloridaFuture.com

AKA Lounge sits atop the
second floor of 68 Pine St.,
with an entrance you could
easily miss if you didn't know
where you were going.
Having attended the
venue a time or two before
may not help you find it on a
Sunday night when the main
entrance is drowned in the
sea of people who are
dressed to kill and patiently
waiting to flash their IDs.
After hearing that AKA hosts
killer shows and one of the
best open mies in town, it
was time to check it out.

The
word-of-mouth
praise about the venue's Sunday night entertainment
alluded to little else aside
from the fact that the mic
wasn't reserved for any particular act. Was it gQing to be
a bunch of existential hippies
reading the backs of cereal
boxes in monotone voices?
Or maybe pre-pubescent
Timmy would grab his harmonica and take center stage
for his rendition of a Marvin
Gaye classic.
· As if the line outside the
door wasn't enough of an
indicator, the inside of AKA
was packed to capacity. However, the mass assembly of

people isn't only characteristic of a Sunday. AKA draws a
crowd on every night of the
week. ·
So what makes the venue
an exceptional hangout?
Local photographer Roozbeh
Meghdadi, 24, attributes the
appeal of the venue to its
appearance. "I was really
impressed with the art and
the interior design," Meghdadi said
Upon entering the lounge
on any given night, guests
have a multitude of options.
Going left or right puts you at
a bar with doorway entrances
at either side that position
you in view of the stage. On

Drag out the fun and get your dance on
FROM A8

flowing dress, reminding me
at once of a younger, tanner
Dolly Parton. Known by her
peers as a "country girl," she
danced and lip-synched to a
Carrie Underwood song.
Parliament House, "the
premiere all-gay resort in the
entire Southeast," according to
the resort's Web site, has a
world-famous female impersonator show as well as six
clubs, including a piano bar
and a western bar, and a fullservice restaurant.
The Footlight Theater at
Parliament House was much
larger and
more crowded
than the Majestic Theater.
Darcel Stevens, the host

CRYSTAL PAOLOEMILIO / CENTRAL FLORIDA FUTURE

Footlight Theatre logo at Parliament
House where the drag magic happens.

and MC of the drag show,
entertained the audience with
her zany sense of humor, occasionally eating fried chicken
on stage.
At one point, Stevens

pointed at a member of ~e
audience, told him he was hi
for a surprise, and a loud fart
noise erupted over the loud
speakers.
'The host is hilarious," Full
Sail student Chad Siwik said
After Stevens' monologue,
several different female
impersonators performed,
including Mikaila Kay, Miss
Gay America, who astonished
the crowd with a skilled jazz
routine to songs from the
Broadway play Chicago.
"They take it really serious
here," Jean Lopez, a UCF
freshman said
After the show, I wandered
throughout the various parts
of the resort. Everyone
seemed to be having a great

time, whether they were outside relaxing on the patio or
dancing the night away under
a ceiling of disco balls.
"This is laid-back; happy
people having a good time,"
Tom Wright, the assistantbeverage manager said
One of the most interesting
things about Parliament
House was that most of the
male employees were both
muscular and bare-chested
One bartender, Michael
Starklofl: was wearing two tiny
green washcloths over his
lower body. Before I could
stop myself, I asked him how
he managed to keep the washcloths on throughout the
night.
"Magic,'' Starkloff said

'Carried away' at pink MoMA gala
FROM

AB

rows in front of me sat an
unassuming Ashley O\sen,
munching on her popcorn_
Celebrities continued to
walk past me - Donald and
Melania Trump, Fergie and
Katie Courie, among others.
I also spotted a lot of designers and fashion editors,
including Donna Karan,
Isaac Mizrahi, Zac Posen
(who designed the girls'
bridesmaid gowns in the
movie) and Vogue Editor-inChief Anna Wintour.
The lights dimmed and
Michael Patrick King, director and producer of the film,
took the stage and introduced the girls - Cynthia
Nixon (Miranda Hobbes),
Kim Cattrall (Samantha
Jones), Kristin Davis (Charlotte York) and Sarah Jessica
Parker (Carrie Bradshaw).
The audience laughed
and cried in unison. The cast
was met with a standing
ovation at the end of the
film.
Afterward, we walked the
two blocks to the Museum
of Modem Art for the after
party. We entered to DJ
Samantha Ronson spinning
girly party music by the lik~s
of Fergie and Gwen Stefani.
After making our way up
to the VIP lounge on the sec-

ond floor, we sampled the
signature cocktail for the
evening, aptly named "Carried Away." It was a twist on
the classic cosmopolitan, a
mix of grapefruit vodka,
XXX Vitamin Water and
something else incredibly
saccharine, served in a martini glass with a lemon wedge.
One of the more memorable moments of the night,
- besides brushing past
Chris Noth (Mr. Big) and a
photo op with Willie Garson
(Stanford Blatch) - was
when i spoke with Michael
Patrick King. He said that
women have told him that
the show has helped them
through everything from
chemotherapy to disastrous
breakups1 and he always
takes it as a compliment.
At the end of the night, I
finished my last cocktail and
plucked a pink carnation out
of one of the bouquets as a
souvenir. After an unsuccessful search on Fifth
Avenue for a hot dog stand,
we hopped in a cab.
As the city lights whizzed
by, I reflected on relationships, both romantic and platonic. Then I had a thought.
Since many 20-something
girls are on a constant search
for that "perfect" thing in our
lives, we often lose sight of
the fact that we're young,

fabulous and have our whole
lives ahead of us.
Maybe Miss Bradshaw
said it best: "The most exciting, challenging and signifi-

cant relationship of all is the
one you have with yourself.
And if you can find someone
to love the you you love, well,
that's just fabulous!"

and Race Book

SUMMER NIGHTS SPECIALS
MONDAY & TUESDAY NIGHTS .25 cent Wings & $1.00 Bud orans

· WEDNESDAY NIGHTS $10.95 -1 lb. Ribs & 1/4 Chicken Dinner

THURSDAY NIGHTS $13.95 - Prime Rib Dinner tor lwo
Wlh Pll'ChaU of an appeUzer.

College Students Always Free

This Ad Good

For 1 Free Program
(Any Performance)

HWY 17-92 & 436 Call (407) 339°6221

WWWJtl'lallllOlllalal.celll

AKA LOUNGE
68 EPINE ST
ORLANDO, FL 32801
(407) 839-3707
WWW.AKALOUNGE.COM

Sunday, it took bumping into
half of the crowd and angering
a number of people to secure a
place in the back by the sound
booth.
An unidentified R&B artist
was finishing up his set around
this time and trying to impress
the crowds with his smooth
croons. When his voice didn't
grasp the applause of the
crowd, the singer resorted to
peeling off his shirt in an all-out
attempt at saving his set. Again,
he was unsuccessful and eventually booed off the stage in a
Showtime at the Apollo-style
audience rant. The singer's successor made the high-volume
venue worth the wait. Ken j.
Martin took to the stage with
his acoustic guitar in hand
After the solo artist performed some of his own original tracks, he captivated listeners by covering Bob Marley's
"Turn Your Lights Down Low."
The performance put the audience in a trance as attentive
ears soaked in each resonating
note.
For UCF alumnus Tristan
Day, it's moments like these
that keep him coming back.
"The sound in here doesn't
drown the bands into a pool of

noise," Day said.
Without a doubt, AKA
lounge lives up to the buzz of
being one of the best local venues for live music and a great
place to spend the evening.
Most open-mic venues are
semi-crowded bars that exhibit
local artists while the bar's
patrons focus most their attention on their drink selection,
but AKA's crowd couldn't be
more glued to the stage.
Whether a performance is
rendered good or bad, crowd
members devote their attention
toward giving the artists a shot.
Music enthusiast Scott Trippler, 26, has a weak spot for live
gigs. When asked to consider
what appealed most to him
about the lounge, Trippler's
response was immediate.
"They've hosted Rock for
Hunger concerts, which are
awesome· charity events that
help bring the community
together. It's great to see a
venue giving back and helping
the community;" Trippler said.
AKA is open Tuesday
through Sunday from 9 p.m. to
3 a.m. The venue is home to
acts that range from metal,
indie, and rock to '80s, R&B and
hip hop. Enjoy the dimly lit
ambience and friendly atmosphere while taking a look at the
art-covered walls before grabbing a seat or heading to the
dance floor.
The lounge welcomes the Tshirt and jeans crowd, along
with those who venture to get a
little more dressed up. Cover
charges vary depending on
which night you go, but range
from $3 to $10. For a schedule of
entertainment, band audition
sign-up and more information,
go to www.akalounge.com.
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Delegate halfvotes unethical

Half-vote better
than no vote
I

n 1870, the 15th amendment was ratified, giving
blacks the right to vote.
Fifty years later, the 19th
amendment was passed,
granting women the right to
vote. Blacks and women suffered through oppression and
denial and exercised rebellion
in an effort to achieve the
right to vote. Now, in the 21st
century, the validity of votes
are being called into question
by the Democratic Party.
In August 2006, the Democratic National Committee
proposed that only Iowa, New
Hampshire, Nevada and
South Carolina be able to hold
their primaries prior to Feb. 5.
But both the Florida and
Michigan legislatures wanted
to yield more influence on the
primary process, and as a
result passed a bill moving
their primary dates up to Jan.
29 and Jan. 15.
m response, the DNC
ruled that Florida's 185 delegates and 26 superdelegates
would not be able to participate in the Democratic
National Convention. Similarly, Michigan's 128 delegates
and 29 superdelegates would
not be able to participate in
the electoral process.
Now, as the primary
comes to a close, Democratic
candidate Hillary Clinton
turns to Michigan and Florida
for some extra votes, despite a
previous agreement between
the two democratic candidates that the votes would not
count.
In response, the Democratic Party has agreed to grant
Michigan and Florida delegates half-votes. The Democratic National Committee
agreed on a compromise proposed by the Michigan Democratic Party that would "split
the difference;• giving Clinton
69 delegates and Obama 59.
Granting the delegates
half-votes suggests that the
votes submitted in these two
controversial states are inferior to those submitted in the
other states that abided by

their committee's rules. If
the delegates
are to represent the constituents' concerns and the
Democratic
Natalie Costa
Party decides
that ahalfvote is the only viable solution, then democracy as our
institution of government has
been compromised.
Perhaps the reason
Democrats are so contemptuous of Clinton's recent affinity
for the great states of Michigan and Florida is delayed
concern. Obama gained 32
delegates in Michigan and 36
in Florida, while Clinton
received 38 delegates in
Michigan and 56.5 in Florida
These recent additions
increased Obama's total to
2,052 and Clinton's total to
1,877.5.
As a result, Clinton urges
that the Florida delegation be
fully seated However, proposals such as this have been
favored by Clinton but
blocked with a vote of 12 in
favor and 15 against by the
Democratic Patty.
The Michigan and Florida
votes should have counted
since the primaries took
place. Punishing each state for
moving up the date of their
primary only served to delay
the nomination process and
stifle the progress of the
Democratic Party as a whole.
Making an example out of
states such as Florida did not
teach other states a lesson;
rather, it showed the pliability
of the American vote as
something that can be discounted for something such
as a premature primary.
Reportedly, the Obama
campaign simply wants to
"move on and compromise"
as evidenced in the recent
agreement to support the
Michigan Democratic Party
compromise in an effort to
"resolve the matter."
Yet, Clinton insists, "the 23

million people who participated in the elections must be
recognized" Our question is,
where was this sense of
urgency prior to Jan. 29, when
the voters of Florida were
being punished for a decision
that was made by the Florida
Legislature and out of their
control?
There was no campaigning
in Florida or Michigan
because the Democratic nominees concluded, why campaign in a state that is virtually worthless in terms of
electoral progression?
Now, Clinton is chasing
votes in an effort to improve
her standing as a Democratic
candidate despite widespread
predictions that declare
Obama the victor.
The voters of Michigan
and Florida deserve to have
their votes count toward their
respective candidate because
they too represent part of the
U.S. that these Democratic
candidates profess to serve
and respect
How can we expect the
electorate to perform their
civic duty if our Legislature is
unwilling to give their votes
the power to be part of the
electoral process that defines
our country?
Half-vote or full vote, at
least the Democratic Party
realizes that the votes are
worthy of recognition, regardless of the conditions for
which they were solicited
What is most upsetting is
the number of people who
a.id not bother to vote on
Election Day due to the
DNC's decision not to recognize the votes.
When Americans are discouraged from voting, the
election process as a whole
loses its significance and
appeal, which is so contradictory to the intent our predecessors petitioned for during
a time in which protest was
used as a tool of the
oppressed, determined to be a
fundamental voice in the
democratic process.

---------

Barack Obama, please
read this advice column

•
•

I highly doubt that the newly
The loudest complaint is your
crowned presidential nominee,
lack of age and experience. Well
Barack Obama, will read this newsthen, in contrast, you have Bill
Richardson's lifelong career in
paper. Even less ,likely is the
politics. The man has held multichance he will read this specific
issue, or even turn to the back of
ple offices, including being the
Secretary of Energy, which is
the paper and read this column.
pretty useful in the days of rising
But if he does, I have a message:
fuel costs and concerns over dirty
Sen. Obama, please, for the love
of all that is holy, don't pick Hillary
fuel.
His foreign relations experiClinton as a vice president.
JEFF RILEY ·
ence is a benefit, too. He served
This has less to do with Clinton
Editor-in-Chief
as the U.S. ambassador to the
herself. She didn't perform all that
United Nations as well, which helps your
poorly in the primary race.
If you look past the early loss in Iowa,
lack of overseas ability.
the lies about sniper fire, the reminders of
Obama, you don't have to pick Richardpast political assassinations and the annoyson if you don't want to. There are more
ing "3 a.m. phone call" advertisements starfish in the sea, even if some of them have
ring eight-year-old stock footage of a child
been caught before.
John Edwards is also a possibility. He is
actor who actually supports Obama now, it
likeable enough. And he comes with the
was not so bad.
distinct advantage of having all his dirty
Oh wait, no, her campaign went exactly
opposite of how a good campaign goes. She laundry out in the open, having gone
planned for a quick knockout and as soon
through a presidential election before.
as the fight dragged into the ground she
Of course there is the risk of him being
seen as political used goods. The badge of
lost all spark.
losing an election is a hard one to wear, and
Political analysts were calling for her to
not many people have successfully had the
drop the race around the time she was
ability to remove it.
expecting herself to win. She is still not
There would be a distinct difference this
even out yet, having the perseverance of
time, seeing that he would be running with
that Iraqi minister of intelligence guy who
someone with a personality threshold highpromised that no American troops were in
er than wet Saltine crackers.
Baghdad in 2001.
You have a whole lot of options out
Barack, old buddy, you don't want Clinthere, Obama. There are plenty of moderate
ton as a vice president. Who you want is
and experienced Democrats to choose
Gov. Bill Richardson from New Mexico.
Of all the potential politicians, he is your from.
I am no expert, but it would probably be
best choice.
in your best interest to pick someone who
Look at what Richardson has to offer by
actually understands the idea of planning
. first looking at the things people say about
more than a month into a campaign.
you.

F

lorida for the win,
again. Politics are a
funny thing. Often
time politicians get a bad
reputation for only serving
their own interests and not
the interests of those who
they are elected to represent. We would like to think
that when a politician makes
a promise, they are going to
stick to it and honor it. In
the case of Hillary Clinton, it
really doesn't appear that
she is serving anyone's interests but her own.
Two states, Florida (big
surprise) and Michigan,
moved up their Democratic
presidential primaries ahead
of the Feb. 5 Super Tuesday
date when they were originally to be held. In response,
the Democratic National ·
Committee stripped the
states of their voting rights
at the Democratic convention, which will be held this
August.
Hillary Clinton, along
with every other Democratic
presidential candidate running at the time, made a
promise that she would not
campaign in either Florida
or Michigan, and agreed to
remove her name from the
Michigan ballot in accordance with the DNC decision. Neither she nor Barack
Obama campaigned in the
two states, mostly because
they realized it was a waste
of time and money. She
elected not to withdraw her
name from the Michigan ballot and won that state, along
with Florida, essentially
uncontested. On top of that,
Clinton flew to Miami the
next day following the primaries and thanked her supporters for a "tremendous
victory."
When it became apparent
that neither candidate would
have enough delegates to
win the nomination without
counting Michigan and
Florida, both campaigns
argued vehemently as to
how the delegates should be

distributed, if
at all. Obama,
who was
leading in
delegates by a
significant
margin,
argued that
Nathan Christopher
since both
candidates
originally agreed with the
punishment from the DNC,
none of the delegates should
count. Clinton on the other
hand absolutely had to have
all of the delegates count if
she were to have a chance at
taking the lead and winning
the nomination.
This past Saturday, the
DNC Rules and Bylaws
Committee sat down and
attempted to hammer out a
compromise that would suit
both campaigns. The outcome was that all of the delegates from both states will
be allowed to vote at the
convention, but each will
only count as a half-vote.
That didn't really help either
campaign all that much
because it only meant that
both sides were closer to the
goal, but still not across the
finish line.
To award or appease
someone for backtracking
and reneging on a promise
just seems unethical to say
the least. The simple fact is,
the rules were broken by
both states, the punishment
was handed down in May
2007 and all candidates
accepted the result at that
time. It was only when Clinton desperately needed the
delegates to stay alive earlier
this year that she began to
argue for the voters. She
claimed that the voice of the
people was being quashed
because of something their
legislators did.
Well, yes, that is true, but
unfortunately those voters
(that would be us) put the
legislators in their positions
and we asked them to represent us. Therefore, when the
elected officials screw up,

(.

(

we all share the responsibility and the consequences of
their actions. ff we are looking for anyone to blame for
this mess, it's our own
Legislature. They passed the
bill that allowed the primaries to be moved up, which
many believe wa,s an act of
malice by the Republicancontrolled Florida
Legislature, but that clearly
wasn't the case, as the vote
was almost unanimous. It
was your Legislature, both
Republican and Democrat,
who started this mess, and
the consequences should
have been taken to heart.
The last primaries in the
country were Tuesday night,
and Barack Obama has been
recognized as the democratic nominee. Clinton still
refuses to concede the nomination because she and her
supporters feel that they
were gypped in only getting
half-votes from Florida and
Michigan. They believe that
if the delegates are given full
voting capabilities she will
lead in both the popular vote
and the delegate count. It
appears now that they are
beating a dead horse and by
dragging this out any longer
are only hurting the Democratic Party in the long run.
The confusion caused by
the early primaries is embarrassing. The embarrassment
suffered by Florida in this
case is second only to the
2000 presidential election in
which Florida ballots were
miscounted resulting in the
Supreme Court Case Bush v.
Gore that ultimately made
Bush the president of the
U.S.
Whether it's dimpled ballots or premature voting,
this state can't seem to stay
out of its own way when it
comes to presidential elections. We've already made
one mistake in this election
which could have unforeseen costs. Don't allow the
Florida government to botch
this entire election as well
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The Future encourages comments from readers. In order to be considered for publication,
letters to the editor should not exceed 300 words; we may edit for length. Submit them online
at www.CentralFloridaFuture.com or fax them to 407-447-4556. Questions? Call 407-447-4558.

READER VIEWS

Axing the SAT lowers

entrance criteria
Not knowing about boating vocabulary is
an example of how biased the SAT was.
Recently, I was in a restaurant where the restrooms were labeled "hombre" and "mujer."
Poor me, growing up in a non-Latin environment, I was hesitant about which room to use!
What if the female firefighter answering a
call to a house fire was unable to carry a person to safety because she was allowed on the
force with a different strength qualification?
How about lowering the driving test minimum score so more first time test takers can
pass the exam or lowering the eye test minimum requirement to allow more seniors to
continue to experience the thrills of motoring?
Each and every time I hear a special interest group scream for equality, I can almost bet
there will be some mention of "helping'' them
with special circumstances or allowances. We
all suffer when people can't read, can't carry
their load, don't know the safety issues or can't
pass minimum performance criteria
SAT instituted a writing portion to allow
students to show their skills at organized
thought and the art of written persuasion.
Dropping the SAT will have the effect of lowering entrance criteria. Who will track the
results ofletting students enter college, particularly more competitive institutions, where
they are perhaps not best-suited
There is a place for everyone who desires
to continue their education, but watch out
when Yale and Harvard start allowing students to enter with less academic credentials,
so that more people from varied backgrounds
can walk the hallowed halls. One of those students might someday be the person who does
your taxes, administers first aid or teaches

your children. Then we will all experience the
effect's equality, for the sake of political cor- rectness, will have on society.
BOB CROUCH

,.

A proposed solution for

parking

·

I am including a link to a parking problem
article that was posted on the Orlando Sentinel blog last year. http://blogs.orlandosentineLcom/community_ucf_area/2008/01/aprimer-on-par.html.
This issue remains a problem that has not
abated, so I propose a solution that should
help everyone - student, teachers or visitors.
By the way, I have sent this solution to the
administration with no reply and none
expected considering how busy they are.
Although this current affairs article I cited
regarding parking at UCF contains good suggestions, this should be a reasonably cost
effective solution, considering technology has
been available for the past 10 years. A prominent sign that can be seen from the road could
easily be displayed on each parking structure
that would indicate if any spaces are available
in a parking facility or if it was full. This availability would be easily tracked by how many
vehicles enter and leave, compared to the
total spaces.
Certainly someone in the Admin can figure this no-brainer out. In fact, each sign
could integrated across the campus with a
digital map displaying what facilities have
how many spaces available and be able to
direct drivers to these empty spots. Doesn't
anyone use basic math in parking availability?
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